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MACCS at Pride: ABQ Pride has nominated MACCS for Q’s OUTstanding Award for being a 
fabulous LGBTQ+ school. Vote February 4-11 at the website, abqpride.com or on its Facebook page. 

Let’s get out the vote!  

 



	

	

	 	

	

	 	

The Shutdown 
The United States of America experienced a federal government 

shutdown January 20th-22nd 2018 due to the lack of a passed and 

functional budget. The following is what a government shutdown 

actually entails in this case:  

• Certain national park employees were furloughed (temporary 

leave without pay). The parks remained open except for in 

some sections thanks to insufficient staff.  

• The Statue of Liberty and the Liberty Bell were both closed.  

• The Department of Energy, the Department of State, the 

Environmental Protection Agency, and the United States 

Patent and Trademark Office all stayed open.  

• The local government in DC did not shut down.  

• The military received no funding for three days.  

 

  
 
 

 

School: 
ABQ Magazine is recognizing us 
for going Above & Beyond for 
consistent work ethic and our     
5-year renewal  

 

MACCS Chess team wins their 
first game! 

 

Want to do a monologue, 
soliloquy or poem for 
Shakespeare Fest? Want your 
chance in the spotlight? Talk to 
Gotham Smith or email her at 
tara.smith@nmmediaarts.org to 
sign up! 

 

Vote on the prom theme you 
want before Friday the 2nd! 



	

	

	 	

Cecelia Mastripolito (right) is a junior at 

MACCS.  She spends her free time playing the 

violin and writing goofy stories with her 

friends, as well as creating beautiful artwork.   

 

Author Biography 
Cell Phones Are Like Cocaine 
 
    Cell phones have been around for a while now. I myself recall being in 

elementary school and seeing my coolest friends clutching their fresh iPod 

touches. The iPhone has been gracing our filthy hands for over ten years 

now. These shiny bricks of compact knowledge have brought many new 

conveniences and allowed unprecedented forms of communication between 

humans. But to the sponge-like minds of adolescents, the effects of 

smartphones are virtually indistinguishable from an evil line of cocaine.  

    A recent study from Time magazine reports that the average American 

checks their phone 46 times a day. Even more shocking, Americans 

between the ages of 18 and 24 check their phones 74 times a day. 

Nowadays, as cell phones become more and more ingrained into our 

culture, children have access to smartphones at increasingly young ages. 

With smartphones becoming more versatile, parents are distracting and 

entertaining their small children by handing them a tablet or cell phone.  

    With so many bright colors and flashy lights, it’s no wonder that 



	

	

	 	
smartphones are so appealing to young children. But is there something 

more sinister going on, chemically speaking? According to rehab clinic 

specialist Mandy Saligari, “when you’re giving your kid a tablet or a 

phone, you’re really giving them a bottle of wine or a gram of coke.” The 

comparison is more reasonable than it seems. When a person uses cocaine, 

their brain receives a surge of dopamine, which makes them feel real 

good.  But this surge is much larger than normal, causing a desire to repeat 

the sensation, which is what creates an addiction. The same thing happens 

when playing a game on a smartphone or using social media. And just as 

cocaine addicts need more over time, children who use smartphones over 

time find it harder and harder to tear themselves away.  

    A common solution among parents who recognize a smartphone 

addiction in their children is to regulate and curfew their screen time. But, 

I ask, would you “regulate” your child’s cocaine use in a similar fashion? I 

speculate not. I say that parents should leave smartphones out of their 

children’s hands until they’re older. If you’re not comfortable giving your 

child cocaine, you shouldn't be giving them something with the same 

effect.  

 



	

	

	

	 	

PART IV: THE DIRT SNAKE 
The lion walks. He’s pondering 

something, the dirt snake hopes. 

He sees the lion walking to and 

from the mirage nearly every 

day, and he always tries to get a 

look at his eyes. Even a peek 

would do it for him, but he 

always waits until the lion has 

passed to peak out of the ground 

and stare. He wonders why he 

finds it so difficult to just get a 

look at the lion’s face, but he 

knows why. It is because he is 

the dirt snake. The dirt snake 

could not look into the lion’s 

eyes and live. So he just gets a 

look at the walk from behind. 

And he hopes the lion is 

pondering something, maybe 

something about the way the big 

cats have been behaving lately, 

or the cleanliness of the water in 

hippo or the heat of the day or the way 

animals seem to fear him. He could 

even be pondering how to kill me 

fastest, the dirt snake figures, for 

surely he knows I’m here. His instincts 

must be spot on. He’s the lion. But 

what would be even scarier is if he 

ponders nothing. Damn! He needs to 

get a look at those eyes. But he cannot 

because he is the dirt snake. The 

scarab can. 

The scarab always does. The 

scarab approaches the lion as he is 

walking back, and the dirt snake 

watches.  The scarab scuttles up to the 

lion, materializing out of the air and 

the dirt and the sky. He has a small 

basket of buds tied to his back. The 

lion stops. 

“Hello lion,” the scarab says, a 

small bit of bud falling from his 

mouth.  

Author Biography 

The oldest of seven, Caleb has 
both been documenting his 
experiences and making movies 
since he was eight. At seventeen 
he now finds himself a director 
and cartoonist with two Rocky 
Mountain Emmys and a dedication 
to film observational and narrative.  



	

	

	 	
“How are you?” the 

scarab says. 

“I am tired and bored,” 

the lion says. 

“I know,” the scarab says. 

“I know you know,” the 

lion says. 

“You are kind,” the 

scarab says. 

“I know,” the lion says. 

“I know you know,” the 

scarab says. 

“You are wise,” the lion 

says. 

“Have you seen the dirt 

snake?” the scarab says. 

“I have not,” the lion 

says. “But why?” 

“Every day he watches 

you walk to and fro the great 

expanse of dirt,” the scarab 

says. “And every day he wishes 

to talk to you.” 

 

“Why does he not?” the lion 

says. 

“He is the dirt snake,” the 

scarab says. 

“Yes, you are right,” the lion 

says, with a lofty laugh in his voice. 

“I am sorry for him,” the 

scarab says. 

“I hope someday he has the 

courage to approach me and look me 

in the eyes,” the lion says. “I would 

not harm him.” 

“Of course,” the scarab says. 

The dirt snake hears none of 

this, for he is too far away. He sees 

the scarab scuttle away and the lion 

continue his walk and he slithers back 

into the dirt.  

M 



			

	

	 	 Ask Athena 
Q: How do I get along with my parents? 
 
A:  Hello! Parents can be the most frustrating things on this planet.  They never seem to listen, talk down to you, and always 
seem to try to either control you too much, or end up leaving you to your own devices far more than you want.  Of course, 
they’d probably say something similar about us.  There are a few things you can do to try and make it better, whether you’re a 
parent or a child:  
 

1. Establish mutual understanding.  This is the most difficult step for a lot of people because sitting down and having a 
civil discussion about how you feel can blow up into another huge fight.  Try to tell them exactly how you feel, making 
sure you say things like “when this happens I feel angry/sad/frustrated/stressed.” Make sure to always make a request: a 
request for change is one of the most important aspects of communication and problem solving. But always keep in 
mind: communication is mutual, so try to listen to your parents too about how they feel. Take turns talking.  Don’t be 
afraid to repeat back to them what you hear to make sure you heard right, and encourage them to do the same so you 
know they heard you right. Make sure both of you know where the other stands. 

2. Communicate on the spot or close to it.  Whenever you feel frustrated or angry, tell them in a polite way before you let 
it build and fester.  I’m feeling frustrated because I have so much to do and the idea of doing ______ is stressing me out 
and I don’t feel like I have the time.  Is there another way that we can get this done?  

3.  Most of all, try to stay calm and polite.  Even when they lose their mind and yell at you, staying calm and civil will 
give you both the ethical and moral high ground, make you seem like the adult in the room, and do wonders in calming 
them down. 

4. Find the best alternative for both of you.  Often, what works for one of you will not work for both.  If your parent wants 
you to take out the trash, and it’s dark and cold and you want them to do it, a compromise could be said like: “I don’t 
want to take out the trash right now because it’s dark and cold.  I can take it out tomorrow morning before we leave. 
Would that work for you?”   

5. Consider their position as well as yours.  People usually do things for a reason.  Consider their reasoning, and not just 
“because they want to torture me/defy me/are lazy.”  Ask them why they are asking you/refusing to do something if 
you can’t think of a good reason, and don’t be afraid to ask a few questions if their answers confuse you a little bit or 
don’t seem to make sense.  

These are some tips that have helped me, I hope that helps! 
-Athena  
 



	

	 	

	

              Movie Review 
Hello everybody, it’s me Daniel Vasquez. I’m a senior from 

Media Arts Collaborative Charter School. Today I am reviewing 
the most reviewed 100% on Rotten Tomatoes movie, which is 
Paddington 2, a sequel to the 2015 film. 

Before I get into this movie, let me get into the first film. That 
film surprised people back when it was released because the trailers 
advertised terribly, as if it was just another CGI Live-Action movie 
based on a 1980’s cartoon with modern stuff like hanging out with 
a celebrity in a popular city like New York or Los Angeles, 
marketing to be cool and hip for the kids. Examples of this plot are: 
Garfield, Alvin and the Chipmunks, Yogi Bear, The Smurfs. But 
when Paddington’s release was two months away, critics praised it. 
They said that it was cute, charming, doesn’t make a fool out of it 
self and the producers kept it like the cartoon. While I don’t think 
that the movie is perfect, I found it really enjoyable and cute, also. 

With this movie we are talking about today, this sequel has 
some good and bad on the Internet. Let’s start with the good: it 
broke a record for the most praised movie on Rotten Tomatoes. It 
does not have a negative rating at all (so far), beating Toy Story 2. 
But the bad is that while it was a hit in the UK, over here the movie 
underperformed because of family competition with movies like 
Jumanji: Welcome To The Jungle and The Greatest Showman. It is 
too bad because this movie is not only good; it is better than the 
first. 
     

 

	

	

	

	

	



	

	

	 	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

PROS: This movie tries its best to not be a forced sequel. 
Some sequels are forced because they repeat every scene from the 
first film.  While this movie does have some fun moments from the 
first film, they still make it fresh and do not copy too many. The CGI 
on the main character Paddington is realistic, more real than the apes 
from the new Planet of The Apes trilogy. Speaking of Paddington he 
is still one lovable bear and everybody loves him and so do we. 
While he does screw things up, the movie doesn’t treat him like an 
idiot when he does something wrong, it is simply a learning moment 
because he is new to the real world of London. Plus the old and new 
characters are back and the old ones are better and have a shine or a 
moment while the new characters are genuinely likeable. Also the 
new villain in this movie is an improvement from the last film 
because first of all, he is Hugh Grant of course, second is that he is 
not trying to be weird or saying weird things that will go over kids 
head like the villain from the first film. Also, the villain does have a 
good backstory for the audience to understand why he wants to get 
famous (I’m not going to say why he wants to get famous because 
that will be a spoiler). Plus this movie adds some great humor into 
the mix, not laugh out loud moments, but it is charming. 
    CONS: This movie does have the similar issues (not all issues) to 
the first movie, one of these is that the pacing of the film can get 
weird because…. Well, I don’t know, it is a UK movie and 
sometimes it's annoying to me.   
In conclusion: this movie is fantastic. A must see movie of the 
month, perfect before Black Panther comes out in February. 
 
Overall Score: 9/10  

	



	

	

	 	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Capricorn 
December 22nd – January 19th 

When the words on the tip of your 
tongue roll out, be careful that you will 

not regret them. 
 

Aquarius 
January 20th – February 18th 

If you pride yourself in being a sole 
exception the universe will prove you 

wrong.	

Pisces 
February 19th  – March 20th 

A bond too great for you to understand 
the full ramifications of will form this 

month, but do not be swept away.	

Aries 
March 21st – April 19th 

Discomfort will grow within you but 
you will be the better for it. 

 

	

Taurus 
April 20th – May 20th 

Looking within will not teach you to be 
humble, but craning your neck to see 

another’s perspective might yet. 
	

Gemini 
May 21st – June 20th 

Despite a distinct failure to 
communicate you will find yourself at 

peace with some terrifying ideas.	

Cancer 
June 21st – July 22nd 

The world beyond will reveal itself to 
you, and your decision will be of 

utmost importance. 
	

Leo 
July 23rd – August 22nd 

The world spins around you now, but 
soon it will be lodged under your foot. 

	

Virgo 
August 23rd  – September 22nd 

Situations will seem more desperate 
than they are, but this will fail to excuse 

your extreme actions. 
	

Libra 
September 23rd  – October 22nd  

Crying is natural.	

Scorpio 
October 23rd – November 21st 

Finding yourself swept up in chaos, you 
will find distractions to quell the pain. 

	

Sagittarius 
November 22nd – December 21st 

You will find power in positivity and 
pain in the results. 

	

Horoscopes 



	

Events 
February 3rd – PE at the Holiday Bowl 

February 6th – PAC Meeting 

February 8th – Recruitment Open House 

February 9th – Valentines Day Potluck 

February 13th – Governing Council Mtg. 

February 17th – Saturday School 

February 28th – Open House 

March 3rd – PE at Highland HS Pool 

1. CNM College Day – a mix of 10th and 11th 
graders will have the opportunity to check 
out CNM for a day!   

Students will have the opportunity to learn what it's 
like to be a college student. College Day at CNM is 
designed specifically for high school students, 
enabling them to explore a variety of career 
pathways. We will be gone most of the day, Friday, 
February 9th. Students will: 

• Explore College and Career options 
• Test drive labs and classrooms 
• Engage in interactive, hands-on activities related 

to college and career fields 
• Network with CNM faculty, students, alumni, 

and local employers 
• Meet the CNM mascot, Sol the Suncat 
• Gain valuable information by participating in the 

Student Resource Fair 

      2. Road trip!  A small mix of Juniors and 
Senior will have the opportunity to check out 
Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, 
NM.  Student will explore different degree programs 
and eat lunch on the campus. We will be gone all day 
on Thursday, March 1st.   
 
 


