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Winter Worries  

December is upon us, and with it comes ice, snow, and cold weather. That means it’s time to 

grab a warm mug of soup and sit in front of the fire with your loved ones. Yes, winter is a joyous 

time full of love and laughter. But do the winter months hold only the prospect of innocent fun, or is 

there something more sinister lurking under its icy surface? 

     Unfortunately, with winter chills come winter thrills. By that I mean increased rates of 

property and car theft. According to the stolen vehicle recovery provider TRACKER, car theft rates 

rise by as much as 25% in the fall and winter months. And it’s well known that theft in general is 

much more common in cold weather. In a study titled, “The Influence on the Seasons on the Crime 

Rate,” this theory was confirmed. This rise in theft can partially be blamed on colder weather 

creating a higher need for shelter and transportation, but let’s not forget what cold weather also 

creates a need for:  That’s right, soup.  

 



	

	

     According to the New York Times, the Campbell Soup Company sees an average of 34 percent 

increase in soup sales during the fall months, as weather gets colder. That increase is only logical: 

soup is a warm, comforting food, good for eating indoors at a family gathering. But is soup really as 

comforting as it’s cracked up to be? Soup sure is delicious, especially when it comes conveniently 

out of a can. The problem is that canned soup also contains the chemical biphenyl A, or BPA, for 

short. In a study from the Journal of American Medical Association, it was confirmed that canned 

food, especially soup, is a dangerous source of BPA exposure. Consumption of the chemical is 

linked to cardiovascular issues, including heart disease and increased blood pressure.  

I think we can all see what’s going on here. It’s only logical. When it gets cold outside, you 

reach for a nice hot can of canned soup. The BPA lining that can goes into your bloodstream and 

raises your blood pressure to unhealthy levels. Then you get so hopped up and crazy that you go 

outside and steal someone’s car. It’s really very simple. So this winter, let’s make sure to stay safe 

and take precautions against thievery. And, for everyone’s sake, let’s all lay off the soup. 



	

	 	

Silly Boy Creatures  
in the Jungle  

PART I: THE LION 

The lion walks. He’s tired and bored.  

Those are the kind of vibes the lion gives off.  

He’s largely indifferent to whatever’s going on.  

He’s big and magnificent and impossible to mistake.  

Sometimes the goat may greet the cougar with a,  

“Hello leopard,” and the cougar will snarl and whine.  

Not so with the lion.  

“The lion is quite eminent,” says the goat, and so he is.  

Food and birth and life and death all bounce off his eyes.  

It all reflects back and it’s fantastic to see the lack of expression.  



	

	 	

It all reflects back and it’s fantastic to see the lack of expression.  

You can see the same kind of indifference in the small cats, you know.  

The small cats, those tiny bastards.  

It’s just a blank kind of look,  

it’s like they don’t really register,  

or they really want you to think they don’t.  

But with the small cats there’s not the sense of power.  

You can easily imagine the lion leaping at you, 

just nipping your neck and ending you,  

or tearing you apart.  

All done with indifference.  

A small cat can’t do that.  

That’s what makes them funnier,   

 



	

	 	

that sense of control.  

You never have that with the lion.  

You have a sense of quietness,  

a sense of fear.  

Almost a sense of respect.  

None of these feel mutual,  

not at all. Especially not from a distance.  

If you’re far from the lion,  

the lion is just a symbol of reverence to death.  

Gives you a reason to respect her,  

that great mystery.  

The lion seems not to respect her.  

He is unkillable.   

 

 



	

	 	

PART II: THE BIRDS 

 

“I do not think the lion is unkillable,” the parrot says, watching the lion from far away in a 

tree. 

The parrot is parrot colored and shaped like a parrot.  

“Why would you say that?” the cockatoo says, watching the lion from far away in a tree. 

The cockatoo is cockatoo shaped and colored like a cockatoo.  

“Heard it somewhere,” the parrot says. 

“What do you think, vulture?” the cockatoo asks. The vulture is also sitting with them, far 

away in the tree. The vulture is vulture colored and shaped like a vulture.  

“Yeah, what do you think, vulture?” the parrot repeats. 

“He is just as killable as you or I,” the vulture says, cleaning his wing with his beak. 

“What makes you say that?” the cockatoo asks, and the parrot repeats. 

  

“And how many times have you seen the lion kilt?” the vulture asks.



	

	 	

 “How many times have you seen me kilt, or you yourselves?” the vulture asks. 

“None,” the other two say. 

“And how many times have you seen the lion kilt?” the vulture asks. 

“Also none,” the other two say. 

“So you see,” the vulture says, “I’d say we’re doing something right. Now keep watching him. 

If he repeats that stunt jackrabbit says is true I want to know about it.” 

“Wow, you are truly wise,” the other two say. 

 



	

	 	

Q:  How do I make “friends”? How do people approach groups of friends? 

A:  Hi! There are several steps to making a friend. To approach them, start asking them non-

invasive, ice breaking questions. If they go to this school, ask them what grade they’re in.  Ask 

about their experiences with class and schoolwork.  Look for common ground. The most surefire 

way to start a friendship is to listen and share.  Ask them questions about their life, and share your 

own life when the chance presents itself.  Make sure to go with the flow of what the other person 

seems to want.  Some people prefer to talk more; some prefer to listen more.  Approaching a group 

of friends is a little bit harder because they tend to work on group dynamic of likes and dislikes.  If 

one person likes something, they all tend to look favorably on it, and the same is true with negative 

emotions.  Besides that, approaching them is much the same.  Ask them about their grade, their 

schoolwork, look for shared opinions and experiences.  That is a good way to break the ice and start 

down the path of friendship.  Once that is done, talk a few more times throughout a few more 

weeks.  Once you are comfortable, invite them to do something with you: study groups, movies, 

going to get food, it doesn’t matter as long as you both enjoy it.  After that, you’re well on your way 

to friendship. 
 

Hope that helps! 

Athena 

Ask Athena  



	

	 	

Q:  Who to ask about homework help?  Do we have in school tutoring, and if not why? 

 

A:  Hi! Yes, there is tutoring available (see below). There are several available resources for 

homework help.  First and foremost are teachers.  If you are struggling with your teacher’s 

homework, go to them and arrange a time to go over it.  I would suggest it as the first choice 

because the teacher will most often know the work better than anyone else, and it has the added 

benefit of letting the teacher know where you are at and that you are trying.  Often, when teachers 

perceive a student is trying hard in their class, they tend to go out of their way to help that student 

succeed.   A second resource is to find someone in the class who is doing well and can help 

you.  Ask them if they have time to tutor/walk you through the homework and if not then, if there is 

time they could put aside for that, perhaps at lunch. A third resource is school tutoring.  There is 

tutoring available Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday in Ms. Coleman’s room for the second half 

of lunch (11:50-12:15).  While the tutors are primarily for math, if you need help in another subject 

they are willing to help. Finally, if none of those help, you can outsource help from other 

tutors.  This is the least good for most people because it often costs money and you have to go to a 

different location, but it can help.  

 

I hope that helps! 

Athena 



	

	

December Horoscopes  

Aries:  Career will be in the center stage this month for the Aries zodiac. Domestic and emotional 
concerns are on the back burner in December. 
	
Taurus:  Career growth will occupy your attention in December. But the Taurus zodiac cannot 
ignore domestic and psychological issues altogether. 
	
Gemini:  This month your house of career is very powerful. As for family matters it will be on the 
backburner for the Gemini zodiac. This month is good time to start a business or intern somewhere. 
	
Cancer:  Cancer zodiac people have to accomplish things with social skills and adaptability in 
December. Your professional life is powerful, and you may need to compromise a lot this month. 
	
Virgo:  Domestic issues and psychological matters will be more important than professional 
concerns for the Virgo zodiac. Family matters will be dominant this month. 
	
Aquarius:  You will have balance in your life this month, and have lots of luck in your professional 
career. Your romance, and marriage might take a turn for the worst, but try to focus on starting a 
long-term project. This will keep you motivated and not focused on the negativity. 

 



	

	 	

	
Pisces:  You're going to face many challenges this month. But at the end you will come out as a 
champion. Money flow will be good this month for the Pieces zodiac, and your professional life will 
improve drastically. Try to make your own decisions without any outside help this month. It will 
serve you well. 
 
Libra:  The Libra star sign will struggle to avoid chaos in their lives. You will want to do multiple 
things at the same time that might leave you angry and short tempered. Piece of advice have a 
positive attitude about life and plan your week out. 
	
Scorpio:  Career will be in the background while family and psychological matters will be in center 
stage. The Scorpio zodiac will focus on establishing harmony in family relationships. 
	
Sagittarius:  The Sagittarius zodiac will be interested in new love relationships in December. Your 
life will be very steady this month so enjoy being with your loved ones. Fulfill your dreams.  
 
Capricorn:  This month you will be the boss of yourself, and will not require any other’s support to 
fulfill your dreams. You’ll have some aggression this month so it’s a good idea to exercise your 
aggression out. Financial prosperity will be on your cards. 
 
Leo:  Your natural born leadership qualities will lead other through the holidays and people will turn 
to you for support. Stay strong, sweet one. 
 
 
 



	

	

 
 

 
 
 
Hello everybody, it’s me, Daniel Vasquez. I’m a senior from Media Arts 
Collaborative Charter School. 
     Today I am reviewing last week’s box-office winner, “Coco,” which is 
based on the Mexican holiday, Day of The Dead. This isn’t Pixar’s first time 
making a movie based on the holiday. In 2014, Reel FX made their second 
animated movie called “The Book of Life,” which is also based on “The Day of 
The Dead.” 
     For a past several months, a lot of people (including you) were not looking 
forward to this movie because you think it was ripping off “The Book of Life,” 
which did okay at the box-office but grew more popular with DVD sales. Both of 
these stories have a similar plot: the main character wants to be a musician but 
their family doesn’t want him to because, as in “The Book of Life,” his family 
wants him to be a matador, and in “Coco,” his family thinks that music is a curse 
from the past. Also, the main character’s family’s tradition is to make shoes for 
the family business.  

But even though they both have similar plots, they have some differences. 
In “Coco,” the reason why the main character wants to be a musician and go to 
the land of the dead is because his great, great grandfather was a musician and he 
thinks that he was supposed to play music to be like him. While in “The Book of 
Life,” the reason why the main character wants to be a musician and go to the 
land of the dead is because of a girl he likes (this is some of my problems with 
that movie). 

 

Movie Review 



	

	 	

	
	
	
	
	

 
     But while I do like “The Book of Life;” I love “Coco” even more. While the movie does have some similarity 
to other movies (good or bad), Pixar made sure that “Coco” would not be predictable. You could copy stories from 
other movies and execute it to be not very predictable and act like you never seen this story before and enjoy it. 
This happened in “The Secret Life of Pets.” Or, you could not make it work and be totally predictable and just bad 
like in “The Emoji Movie.”   
 The animation in “Coco” is some of Pixar’s best work and I like this animation more than “The Book of 
Life.” While the skeletons do have eyes since they don’t want to scare kids and make them friendlier, they still look 
good. The land of the dead is really beautiful to look at and shows more of the beautiful imaginary city than “The 
Book of Life.” The characters are lovable even through one of them is not unique because they used the old Disney 
villain cliché from “Frozen,” “Big Hero 6,” and “Zootopia.” I’m not going to spoil which character it is, if you see 
something up with that character like a couple minutes before he ends up being a villain for the movie, you know 
which one I’m talking about.  
I would like to mention that “Coco” is the first Pixar movie that has a death scene that is funny instead of sad. I’m 
not saying that there’s a sad scene in the movie, but they were making jokes about death and they knew how to 
make a funny death scene without making us mad. 
 
 While I mention that my criticism is the villain cliché, my other nitpick with this movie is that I wasn’t a 
huge fan of the music like the other Disney and Pixar movies. The music was alright, except the music they did on 
the Disney logo in the beginning. Even though people love the song, “Remember Me,” at the end credits and saying 
that it was very catchy, but I really don’t find the catchiness. I do enjoy the song, “Un Poco Loco,” and when the 
great, great grandfather sings, “Remember Me,” at the beginning of the movie. 
 
 Anyway, I love this movie. “Coco” isn’t my favorite animated movie of the year, but it’s better than “The 
Book of Life.” I’m still recommending this movie to you guys. GO WATCH THIS MOVIE! 
 
 
My Rating:  9.5/ 10 Minotaurs	



	

	

	
	
	
	
	

 
 

December 6:  Science Fair and Rube Goldberg Machines Presentations  

December 8:  During lunch, PAC hosted Holiday Potluck 

December 11 – 15:  Semester Finals Week for Projects and Tests 

December 19 – January 2:  Winter Break (students back at school January 3) 

 

Enjoy the Holiday Season &  

Look Forward to a Prosperous 2018  

December Events 


